
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet  

held on Tuesday, 21st April, 2009 at Committee Suite 1,2 & 3, Westfields, 
Middlewich Road, Sandbach CW11 1HZ 

 
PRESENT 

 
Councillor W Fitzgerald (Chairman) 
Councillor  B Silvester (Vice Chairman) 
 
Councillors D Brickhill, D Brown, P Findlow, A Knowles, J Macrae and 
P Mason.   
 
Councillors in attendance:  
Councillors R Fletcher, D Hough, O Hunter, S Jones, B Moran, D Neilson, A 
Richardson, L Smetham, A Thwaite and R Westwood. 
 
Officers in attendance: 
Chief Executive 
Borough Solicitor 
Borough Treasurer and Head of Assets 
Head of Human Resources and Organisational Development 
Head of Policy and Performance 
Head of Safer and Stronger Communities 
Interim Head of Environmental Services 
Interim Manager for School Organisation and Development 
Strategic Director People 
 
 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R Domleo and F 
Keegan. 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION  

 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

 
RESOLVED 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24 March 2009 were approved as a 
correct record. 
 



5 SCHOOL ORGANISATION DECISION MAKING  

 
Consideration was given to the appropriate processes for making 
decisions on school organisation matters, specifically the publication and 
determination of public statutory notices, as required by the Education and 
Inspections Act 2006 and other legislation. It was reported that since the 
publication of the agenda revisions had been made to the covering report, 
and to Appendix B, and updated copies of these were circulated at the 
meeting.   
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 

1. That Option 4, as set out in the amended report, be approved and 
that a Cabinet Sub-Committee be established.   

 
2. That the procedure for considering statutory school organisation 

proposals and other non statutory education organisation 
proposals, set out in the amended Appendix B of the report, be 
adopted. 

 
6 CORPORATE PARENTING GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS  

 
Consideration was given to the governance arrangements for the 
exercising of corporate parenting responsibilities by Members and Officers 
of the Council.  In considering the membership of the Corporate Parenting 
Board the Cabinet was asked to note that the Adult Services Portfolio 
Holder was to be added to the list of members.   
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 

1. That approval be given to the Council’s corporate parenting 
responsibility and that the ownership of corporate parenting be 
allocated within the corporate body of the Council. 

 
2. That the Director of Children’s Services be commissioned to lead 

the implementation of the Council’s Corporate Parenting Strategy. 
 

3. That a Corporate Parenting Board, with membership and terms of 
reference set out in Appendix 2 of the report, be established, 
subject to the Portfolio Holder for Adult Services being added to its 
membership. 

 
4. That approval be given for visits to the Council’s children’s homes in 

accordance with Regulation 33 of the Children’s Homes 
Regulations 2001 to be undertaken by Members and Officers of the 
Council appointed for this purpose, and that an officer of the 
authority should undertake any such visits if a Member is unable to 
do so. 



 
5. That training be provided for all Members of the Council and for 

members of the Corporate Parenting Board to ensure that they are 
aware of their corporate parenting responsibilities. 

 
 

7 CAR PARKING STRATEGY FOR CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL  

 
Consideration was given to the proposed car parking strategy for Cheshire 
East Council.  The Strategy would support the existing and proposed Civil 
Parking Enforcement regime, and also the Local Transport Plan, and 
enable consistent parking regulations to be implemented across the new 
Authority.  The Cabinet was asked to note that the strategy had been 
considered favourably by the Places Advisory Panel but that no vote had 
been taken.   
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 
That approval be given to the proposed Cheshire East Council Car 
Parking Strategy.   
 

8 LEISURE FACILITIES CABINET SUB-COMMITTEE  

 
Cabinet was asked to approve the establishment and terms of reference of 
a Cabinet Sub-Committee to consider strategic outcomes required of the 
leisure facilities operated by the Health and Wellbeing Service, in advance 
of a review of the delivery options for those facilities. 
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 
That approval be given to the establishment of a Leisure Facilities Sub-
Committee, with the membership and terms of reference set out in the 
report. 
 

9 SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS FOR SHARED SERVICES JOINT 

COMMITTEE  

 
Consideration was given to the provision of substitute members to attend 
meetings of the Shared Services Joint Committee, to which three Cabinet 
Members from the Council had been appointed at the last meeting. 
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 
That the Leader of the Council be empowered to nominate substitutes 
from time to time to the Shared Services Joint Committee, having regard 
to the subject matter under discussion and the availability of Portfolio 
Holders. 



 
10 NOTICES OF MOTION  

 
It was noted that three Notices of Motion had been submitted to the 
Council at its meeting on 2 April 2009 and that further detailed reports on 
these matters were to be prepared for consideration at the next meeting of 
the Cabinet. 
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons set out in the report: - 
 
That the referral of the Notices of Motion from the Council to the Cabinet 
be noted, and that further detailed reports be considered at the next 
meeting of the Cabinet. 
 
 

11 CABINET ASSISTANTS  

 
For the purposes of the Members Allowances Scheme the Leader of the 
Council announced that the following Councillors had been appointed as 
Cabinet Support Members: - 
 

• Councillor Rhoda Bailey  Childrens Services 

• Councillor Olivia Hunter  Adult and Health Services 

• Councillor Rod Menlove  Environment and Prosperity 

• Councillor Lesley Smetham Sustainable Communities 
 
RESOLVED 
For the reasons given: - 
That the appointment of the above Cabinet Support Members be noted. 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 2.00 pm and concluded at 3.00 pm 
 
 

W Fitzgerald (Chairman) 
 

 


